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Annual Meeting
Speaker Urges
New Approach on
Attempts to Tax
Endowments

State Rep. Theodore Speliotis speaks with MANSSC Board
Member Bobbi Whiting of Shore Country Day School
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Instead of being defensive, State Rep. Theodore Speliotis is urging nonprofit schools,

colleges and universities to take the offense when legislators want to tax their endowments.

“The focus should not be on the institution — it should be on the donors,” he said in
remarks delivered May 21 at the MANS&C Annual Meeting in Boston.

Speliotis noted that the taxation bills now under consideration on Beacon Hill focus only on
educational institutions. “What incentive will a donor have if [an endowment] is taxed?” he
asked. “They’ll find another means for their funds. That pool would just dry up.”

He proposed asking lawmakers, “Are you as a legislature offering to replace that money?”

Recalling his own family’s experience, he pointed out that scholarships provided through
endowments can make college a reality for people who could not otherwise afford it. Asa

result, generations of people can be elevated.

Speliotis is chairman of the influential House Committee on Bills in the Third Reading,
which reviews all bills before they go to the floor for debate.

The veteran lawmaker is considered one of the most effective, approachable and informed
legislators on Beacon Hill. A Democrat, he represents Middleton, Peabody and his

hometown of Danvers.

Speliotis has a degree from Northeastern University and is certified to teach. He also is a
former director of State Relations for Northeastern and was a member of the Governor’s

Task Force on School Violence.

MANSG&.C Opposes Bills Affecting Biolabs,
Real Estate Transactions, PILOTs

Legislative Counsel John J. Spillane
recently stated MANS&C’s opposition
to major bills that would draw local
government into certain real estate
transactions, open the door to PILOT
programs and add unnecessary,
burdensome regulations on college and
university labs.

Two similar bills, House 2513 and 2492,
would give communities a 120-day right
of first refusal when nonprofit schools and
colleges want to sell or convert tax-exempt
property for residential, commercial or
industrial use.

20 Newton St. Brookline MA

In testimony submitted to the Joint
Committee on Revenue, Spillane said

the bills would have a chilling effect on
private real estate transactions, forcing
them to become overwhelmingly public
in nature. “Commercial real estate
development does not work in this way,”
he said, “especially when a real estate
transaction between private parties is in its
formative stages.”

Spillane pointed out that as a rule,
nonprofit schools and colleges already
share information about strategic
initiatives involving real estate with local

cont. on page 2
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John J. Spillane

The MANS&C Annual Meeting on May 21 was a tremendous success!

In addition to the MANS&C members and guests who attended, we welcomed a number
of corporate partners and friends who are in the process of becoming Sponsorship
Members.

This relatively new membership category enables corporate partners to network with
MANS&C members and learn about new regulations and pending bills that would affect
our institutions. They are a strong and welcome addition to our organization.

We had a near-capacity crowd at the Hampshire House in Boston and an engaging guest
speaker, State Rep. Theodore Speliotis, who offered valuable insight on how to approach a
particularly vexing issue — bills that threaten to tax our endowments.

One of Beacon Hill’s most senior and influential legislators, Rep. Speliotis also graciously
spent time talking one-on-one with members. He showed an understanding of our
institutions’ concerns and a willingness to listen.

The opportunity to meet with Rep. Speliotis and other key legislators is only one of

the many benefits of MANS&C membership. We've been representing the interests of
nonprofit schools, colleges and universities at the State House for more than 60 years and
have an enviable record in turning back troublesome bills. We also keep our members up-
to-date about issues of concern.

MANS&C’s annual membership campaign is about to get underway. I hope you will
renew your membership or sign on as a new member. With your help we can remain a
strong and vital voice for nonprofit schools, colleges and universities in Massachusetts for

many years to come.
Best Regards,

Julaine McInnis, MANS&C President
781-494-7707

jmcinnis@ursulineacademy.net
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government and consider them potential
buyers.

Senate Bill 1451 would allow local
communities to impose real estate taxes
on nonprofit schools, colleges and
universities. In testimony before the
Committee on Revenue, Spillane pointed
out the institutions” constitutionally
embedded right under current law to be
exempt from taxes on real estate that is
dedicated and utilized for educational
purposes.

He noted that PILOT programs not only
drain vital resources from operational
budgets, they also dismiss the social and
economic contributions that nonprofit
schools make to their communities. They
navigated through the same economic
storm that municipalities faced over the
last few years and do not have unlimited
resources, he explained.

Mandatory PILOT programs could result
in a cutback of community services and
possibly school closures, reductions in
student financial aid and a loss of jobs, all
of which would have a negative effect on
local communities, Spillane said.

House Bill 1945 is another attempt

to stop Boston University’s embattled
level 4 biolab from opening. Spillane
said the process also imposes additional
regulations on Level 2 and 3 labs that are
currently in operation or being planned
on many campuses.

He called the proposed regulations,
“onerous and expensive” and said

they would take away the competitive
advantage nonprofit colleges and
universities have in Massachusetts. The
institutions’ ability to attract resources in
the cutting-edge life sciences industry also
would be adversely affected.



MANS&C 2015

Annual Meeting

MANS&C members and guests gathered on
May 21 at the Hampshire House in Boston
for the organization’s Annual Meeting. The
meeting featured an address by State Rep.
Theodore Speliotis, chairman of the House
Committee on Bills in the Third Reading.

All photos are identified from left to right.
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Jackie Wright and MANSSC Treasurer Rick Saul, both of Dexter
Southfield

Dennis Marasca and _Jon Wasserman of the Rivers School, and
Steve Nadeau of 360 Corporate Benefit Advisors
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MANSE&C Board Members Todd Vincent of Dexter Southfield and Loretta Stokes and Betsy Smith, both of Shore Country Day School
Bobbi Whiting of Shore Country Day School, former MANS&C Bill Stephenson of Thayer Academy
President Debbie Martin Andrews
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